"REPRESENTATION 


_.$$ OF THE 
Suffecings of ſeveral /Peaceable, and Lanecend 
-. -  Subjeas, Called by the Name of - 


SANABAPTISTS 


Inhabitants in the County of Kent, and now Priſoners 
_ inthe Goalof Mazdftone, torthe Teſtimony 
" of a good Conſcience. 


gether with their Free and Faithful Acknowledgement of the 
" s Authority and Dignity in Civil things, over all man- 
ner of Perſons, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, within His Majelties - 
Dominions, 
With'their Reaſons, Maricing the King's Protetion in their Ci- 
vil-and Spintual Rig ghes, qual with other His Majeſties Obe- 
{Fat Subjects. 
I imma Offered to the Kine” s Majeſty, and the Conh- 
detation of our Fellow Brethren and Sub jects. 
Well Poa yncanl Obſervation. 


AR.17, Hithath made of one Blond a as of of men, Oc. , 
Eo % Job 4. 7. ' Remember I pray thee, who ever periſhed being Innecent ? 3 
1 or where were :bellpright deſtroyed ? 

$ Job, 34428; So that the boy have Cauſed the Voice of the Poor to come 

unto bums, and he ſhe heard Bop Cry of the Aﬀiictied. 

$3 Rom. 14.3. Let not him that Eateth, deſpiſe him that Eateth not , 
&nd let not him which cateth not, rordemne bins that Eateth ; for b- 
God hath rtterved hims. 
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HIS MAJESTY: 
Chales the Second, 


KixGg. of England, Scotland, France and heland; ; 
and the Dominions chereunto Wert 


| MafPde Your aj o'r x, | 
Oraſmuch 4 by Authority 3 ved 
from your Se » ſeveral of us your 


br, inhabitants in the Connty 

- of  Kegt,' are. now impriſoned; ' 
therefore much concerns Thee , 

ko. ids bog to bear what pon BBs we 

ive of our preſent - di ol d Condition. - Thou baſt al- 


Pont by 


bs ths 
, 


acts 6.4 IE nk Tas, 


 ableReſolutions wt tedared: we have not -oiola- 
ted t thereof that ſhould cauſe that Liberty pro- 

—__. ed from Breda,to be TOEEY ; And now for our 
Principles, 


5 "EF: , wh 
ary ; "a then judge how winthy 
we are of either Bonds or Impriſonment; and this 
we the more earneſtly defire, becauſe not only our own 
byes is \ but alſo an irreſiſt Be Deſtrubtion ce- 
meth on erahd burte Ones \by that violence which 
- now exerciſed on us. Diſdain not} our plainneſs of 
Speakvbg \ |[ering- the Great Gad Micdhs of the like. 
xd now, O King , that all Thy Proceed: KN (bith- - | 
chard) as; and allmes') may be ſuch' as may Lat 
ſing unto the eternal God (in Whoſe hands your an Go 
breath is, who ere long will judge bath quick and dc ad, 


according ta their works ) is the _ Dy. 
ful oy and Servants, 


a} | Ot), - 


dip alla dit \did/dlith 6 


A free and "faithful acknowledgement of the Kings 
Authority and Dignity in ( ivil things, over all man 


ner of Perſons, Eccleſiaſtical and C.vil, ithin 
; His Majeſties Dominjons, &c. 


Atts 17. "$50 that hath made of one'Bloud all 


26, Nations of mien, for to dwell on all the 

face of the Earth ; and hath determined 
the Times before appointed, and the bounds of their 
Habitation-3 hath made this Land the Place of our Na- 
tivity and Abode, 'by which we have an Intereſt in Com- 
mon with others Thy Subjeds in this Nation, fo that 
none can Deprive usof thatwhich is our Propriety, and 
Native Birth-rights, without violating the Laws 'God 
and Nature: Yet ( may it pleaſe Thee, O King, ) asif 
that Law of doing wnte others, as we would be done unto, 
had never been-Written, neither any Bounds ſet unto 
the Wills of men : We Thy Impriſoned SubjeQs, have 
(ſome of us) hadour Houſes broken y inthe dead 


of the- Night, without podecing tiey uthority from 
Thee,'o® any inferior Miniſter un Ger Thee ; z our vr Gates 
Orig ed andyercnt- 

ed\from us ; Or from oyroywn 
Dwellings, able Meetings, 


and made Aer iy Ay this 5. unto many of us 
ſome Dayes before Thy Proclamation was Publiſhed ; 

which ropeedinga doth bring great Diſtreſs and Ruine 
tour lyesand Families ; for ſuch your mean Condi- 
tion 


CA. = d 
"0 3 


9M (5). ""_ 
«tion in this World, that ( almoſt ) all of dhe our out- 
ward Subfiftance, through the blefling of God: oxtour 

zily Labours ; Alſo ſome amongſtus, that were Em- 
ploy in the Publick Service at Chatham, and at Sea, 

ing yet unpaid 3 The Bread which our Families have 
Eat this to or 12 Months, hath been taken up upo: 
Credit; and all of us being detained from our Fnpfoy- 
ments, the Cryes of our Families ( who ſuffer Hunger ) 
becomes great. | 

And now, O King, that the Oppreſſed may be Re- 
lieved, and Juſtice and Judgment Executed amongſt 
men, and the Creation of God kept from being a Chaos 
of Confuſion : The God of Order hath-Ordained Go- 
vernment, and ſetteth up iſtrates, to Execute ſuch 
. Power as is given from hitaſelf, for the Ends aforeſaid : 
And this we have alwayes Aferted, in our Diſcourſes 
and Writings, as appears-in our Declaration of Faith, 
Printed about Three Months before Thy coming over, 
and Re-printed and Preſented to,Thy Self aboye Four 
_ And as for Thy Self, O King, we do believe, and 
do freely acknowledge, That the Authority and Digni- 

that Thou now haft, in being Chiet Governour over 

is Kingdom and its Dominions, |is given Thee of God, 
whoſe the Kingdomes of the World are, and he giveth 
them unto whomſoever be voill, Dan.5.21.- And Promotion. 
cometh neicher fromthe Eaſt, nor from the Weſt nor from the 
South 5. but God 35 the Fudge, be putfeth devon one, and ſet- 
teth up anather ,Pſal.7 5.6,7, So faith the New Teſtament, 
The Pouvers that be, are ordained of God, Rom.r 3, 1. 
| _ And ſceing the Lord Jeſus. hath commanded us his. 
Servants, To grve wnto Ceſar the things that are Ceſars ; 
Mat,22, 21,,, Therefore ſhall we pay Cuſtome and Tris: 
| bute 


bare unto Thee 7 - and wo temporal Cauſes and 
Thin ſhall wey jeld cheerful obedience, not onely to 
yp + butalſoto all inferiour 
by thee 3 © this we do not only for wrath, ut alſo 
for Conſcience fake, knowing that God hath givgn thee 
Power , to puniſh any” that ſhall do that unto- another , 
which he would not have done unto himſelf , and in fo 
doing thou wilt be a Miviſter of. God, to us 14. nay 
a revenge to Execute wrath upon him that doth ex 
And'whereas it is alleged us as a Crime,that we 
_ aro tobnÞ,,# any Authority that God hathgiven 
al Things or Cauſes ; yet ifrhop wouldſt 
bios, ws to the reading $ and ferious oo our 
Reaſons , it is we 
Thes 8; in this matter inthe Get of Goa, whoſl 
Word-not onely in this, but in all other Cauſes, we de- 
fire ro make our Rule, O King, we therefore beſeech 
Theeto conſider, if 'Thou haſt any power to bea Lord 
over our Faith,or by outward force to impoſe any thing, 
| in the Worſhip of God, on our Conſciences, itis given 
unto Thee as Thou art a Magiſtrate , or as Thouart a 
"Chriſtian; bur Toppers ry re given wat 
[Thee of God, as thouarta 
' 1. Becauſe if Maj iſtrates asſuch , 4-4" 4 = lt 
thofity, thenallM "inall Nations have the ſame 
Power3 -then-if. we in- Twrky muſt we receive the 


-tlidran,: andbe'a of Mahomet ? my 
be-a Papiſt > 'in Eng aPapi y 
the'#thdayes? aP i Ede the 6th, aÞs 


obedicnt tothe 
- Eun were .commange 
Ac 4.19. | to forbear, that which they jadged 
chap. 5. 29. of the Worſhip of God, WE r3-þ Whe:- 
F ther it be right #n the fight of God, 'to hare 
A wage oe more than unity God, judge ye. .. | 
3. l the Scriptutes of the New Teſtament, that 
enjoyns obedience unto Magiſtrates, were written when 
the Romans had the Empire of the world, wh6{ Empe- 
rours were fpr the moſt patt (if not all:) :Heatheniſh 1- 
dolators for the firſt [zoo years, muntil !Conſtautines 
:ime3/ it therefore cannot be ſuppoſed, that any of theſe 
Texts'of Scripture that calls'for obedience to Magji- 
ſtrates, intends an obedience in/matters of Faith or Wor- 
ſhip; | forthen the Chriſtians that lived: under thoſe Em- 
perours, maſt needs/ haye denyed Chriſt, and worſhip- 
ed'the Roman gods, -as Tome: ofthe Emperours com- 


hath power-tobea Lord: overianotlicrs Faith, or by out- 
ward force trotmpoſe: any thing inthe Warſhip of Gog, 
1. Becauſe the 'Lord. Jeſus Hiniſelf, nor [his Diſci- 
ples, would never-by any. outward-:forve competynen 
eoxeceiyerticmor their Dodtrific 5 node mm Diſci- 
-of' Chriſt (ſuppoſing they! might uſe violeaco.4 
fer he Eaw L—_ have: commanded fire = na yo 
from ' Heaven 4 as: Etras did:}:ito conſume 
would-rot-receive-them!; oChrilt turned: aid rebuked 
them, Aaying, : Ye bad worbbur: ſpirit ye are Row 


A. 
— — 


* 


(9) 
EIT cons to deflrey Mem ltoer, bei ſo 
7 If any men. uiider Heaven have' fad 'aiy fach 
Tow th rings ens met the Apoſtles and El- 
tive times. muſt needs haye had it, -but 
wned ; the Apoſtle Paul in 2 Cor. 1. 24. 
fart Not them. omen ocn ot our Faith, 
ut are or by Fatth £5 ea the ' 
Lord fragt when he nel fl Doin forbidsir, 
ſaying, Ye know that the Princes of the © 
ny ot _— and Mat.'25.26. 
are 0 exerciſe authort 
on them, hae ® bell wot be fo amen = Even fo ſaith 
Peter, ſpeaking to the Elders ," Feed the flock of Goll' 
which is amongſt you, taking the overſight thereof, not by 
61, = but willingly ; not for lucre, but of area- 
dy mind, neither as being Lords over Gods Heritage, but 
be examples to the flock, 3 nd intruth, the Avoltles and 
Diſciples were.not to uſe any; external force to carry on 
their Maſters work, but onely-by ſhewing the terrours of 
the Lord, were to perſwade men; pan: caſe of reſi- 
ſtance, Ge duſt from their feet, as a witnefle a- 
gather op 
.It is LA oh thas the Loed!; chan: Knſa in 
his. parable of the Tares and Wheat, forbid any force 
tor be exerciſed. y pon” falſe Worſhippers, . as- © 
ſuch, for by the Tares which he forbids the Mat. 13. 
| ing up zi Cannot be intended the | 
the ſecond table, fucly as' Thieves, Murderers, 


'&e, becauſe all confeſſeth with one conſent, that rhe 


Authority reaches ſuch; bur thoſe thar Chriſt 

Jeſus would have remain amongſt his Wheat, in the field 
the world, is the Children ofthe wicked One 
wot B —_ 


Aro 


& 
dovegbickey ancFilloworſhip 3-chis 


T 


if the 28, 29, 30. verſ, pays ew 38, 


of alis_fhims ; and the-reafon the Lord * 
wer: (O- why both ares and dag ral 


that it were engraver thp Poier Nolte a 
often laid betore = arr is is; leaft in ge” 
ae up the Tares, the Wheat alſo be Lend up w 


them ; How fad is itto remember how in all ages fince 


Chriſt ; very \ftratge' miſtakes have 
Matth. 26. 65. beenonthis account ;the Lord of Lite 
; - * himſelf was pur to death, forſu 

John 19.12. | Blaſp and wickedneſſey and ac: 
- cuf-:dfor being at enemy to Ceſar, ard 

this done unto him by a a people that had the Law of 'God 

gang then, and were famous in'the wofldfor their 

Wiſdom and: Knowledge. Sze- 

Als 6. 1314. ' phenwas ſtoned, and James the Apoſtle 

chap. 12, 2:. - led withthe Sword, - ſuppoſed to be 

1 - Tares, orthe Children of the Wicked 


One; when they were the Pretious Whear of God, the 


Chriſtians that ſuffered in the _ Perſecutions, Way 
not' acculed ent 
AM.24.5.12, ah movers of hoo mere: of 
«hap. 17 6,59: [the world! aplide down, Enemies t6 Ce- 
' far» when the contrary was'moſt tree: 
and they will be found:tobethe* F) } Martyrs of J& 
ſus 2-Soinlattertimesmnyof thoſe thathiyc bear 
to death for Herefie 'and-Blaſpheniy;” ate by this" 
acknowledged ro bethe Saints of Ged > © * 
our Words. might be acceptable+6 thes; eonfide! 
on OI ſe nor Coutcellors have the {p irit © 
it the' Apoſtles thatha# an extrayredini i Ts, ey 
deraing muſt _— up-the Tares;” Ie 


— 


4 FT; (1) 
pars deed ghrney et How can any Prince on- Earth 
undertake a work ſo dangerous ? Itis poſſible many of 
thoſe thar: jd htrey rnd mn oa; 'and Here- 


ticks 'in this "day , may (at the time ' when God' ſhall - 


Judge the World in Righteouſneſs) be found the Ser- 
vants of the Moſt-High Gods Remember we ptay Thee, 
that thoſe that lived 1n the dayes of the Lord Jeſus, ac- 
cuſed their Fathers, for being guilty of the | blood 'of 
the Prophets,” faying , 1f we had been m the dayes of our 
Fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the 
blood of the Prophets , Math: 23. 29,30." yet themſelyes 
killed the Lord of Life ; The Romiſh Church alſo faith; 
if they had livedin the dayes of the Heathen Emperors, 
we would' not haye been partakers with them in the 
blood of the Chriſtians, - yet putsto death-many as righ- 
teous as they were ; . and now many of thy'Snbjects in 
this Nation , are ready to-/fay , It we had livedin the 
dayes of Queen Mary , we would not haye been gwlty 
. with our Fathers inthe blood of thoſe good men, that 
then ſuffered 3 yetfuch afpirit of Perſecution is now ri- 
ſen up; as (if not reſtrained) willterminate in the blood 
of many good men, and ſo bring down the-wrathof 
God upon this Generation , and there will be no re- 
Ph To- inflit temporal puviſhments upon any of ys 
thy Subjects, for not conforming to Thy Decrees, that 
. reſtrains us from the'Worſhip th:t we know to be-of 
God; Is itnotabreachof that Royal Law, that com- 
mands Thee, That vuhatſoever ye voould that men ſhould 
do to you, do you ron fo tothem_, for this is the Lavo and 
the Prophets, Mat.7. 12. , And we would in all humility” 
offer to Thy conſideration,if Thy Soul were in our Souls 
ſtead, wouldeft thou be ſatisfied with the ſame meaſure, 

DS 2 as 


GH 


A: Emery mokowney hat of any 
Cophntnts Phang with any Lays torrent of the 
Earth, for the diſturbance of the 
ts wo ci wi boties ly, Lontueweknowguroun 
Ianocency, 

But whereas it is Objected, 'Thatthe Kings of 1 ael 
and Judah, under the Old Teſtament, had poyer in ſpi- 
ritual Cauſes , and did puniſh Blafphemy and Idolarry, 
which are crimes of the higheſt natureagainſt God, we 
Flax ws they had ſuch power , , which was given tothern 
plain Precepts, written in the Law of Moſes 3 - but 
Golpelthar we live -is another Diſpenſation , 
the Lord Jeſus H.the onely Law-giver , who 
pee not (as Rs proceed againſt the Tranſgreflors. 
of his Precepts , by external. force and power ,-to the 
- deſtroying then in their Bodies and 
1 Theſ. 1. 9. Eltates in this life, but in long; ſuſfer- 
2 Pet.3. 9, ing waits On men , not willing 
Aﬀts 17,31. ſhould periſh , but rather that” 
ſhould repent. and be faved'; and. 
when any continues in diſobedience to the Gof| hot \ 
tis eternal, in the world to come ; thy 
Paul teſtifies of himſelf, That be vuas a B 
and Perfecutor, 1 Tim.x, 20. Ardif the mind of God 
had been , that he ſhould have ſuffered death in that: 
condition, How ſhould he have had repentanice' givet\ 
him, and been ſuch a glorious Inſtrument in the Church, 
' as afterward he was ? 
\ Furthermore, itis too well known, thatthe Jews are 
the greateſt Blaſpemers againſt our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
as 


rh the moſt | | 
noke tem deniec: bet. iichoyte nt 


Man Sony! is P LE We ſpeak-uotthis ih 
favour of ay b hemy, $ abhorsi ir, but 


hecaiiſe we' would have the Jive 37: n as Up 
Thy Eyes, O King, as they are I the Free of the Ri 
_—_ and moſt Holy God: x 
As it is no- wayes awful frames Word of God, 
Ge Chriſtian Magiſtrates to deſtroy; and rootout the 
contrary minded in Religious 8 ( although Idola- 
,ters.) Sofſuch proceedings may many times prove incon- 
Gſtent with the very being of Nations ; for tapþ6ſe any 
Nation were wholly. Heatheniſh Idolators,and the Word 
of God coming in amongſt them, ſhould convetrthe 
chief "Magiſtrates , -and twentieth part. of the Nation 
more 3 muſt hewittrthat twentieth part deſtroy all ths 
other rineteen; if they will not be converted, but conti- 
nue in their Heatheni Idolatry' : 1c cannot PRey be 
| fyppyſden be Fomeapegble. 


a; all this _ we ws ſaid, thou © King, 
ha not, wichout Grounds, do' we de- 
jc aye the Oath of thy Supremacy; which 
as well 'in Spiritual & Eccle- 

Ra ching s and Cauſes, as Temporalz.. nor 
but that we pee freely. acknowledge: thee. _ 
en opens of all Perfons, as well Ec: 
Cleſiaftical 


AM: 


_ defiaſtical-as Temp but” Rl iti ralpictt 


Giufes and things: "We-d6 alfa, as freely Re- 
noutice All. forreiga rar ron Powers: 
whatſoever,. that. any ecxibe Baertratap pheceh 
to have over any of thy Dominins'or Sabjets; 
And' whereas ſome hayef:id; that" no more. js, 
required in the Oath, Cooſidered together; with 
the Proviſe in the Statute of the 5 Elizabeth, and 


the Queens Admonition : Yet Wwe Haimbly" con- 


ceive there is, Becauſe the Queen both ine Pro. 
viſo and4d4monition, Challenges ſuch a Power, as 
was Challenged by her Father, Kin Hemry the 8. ; 
which was to Burn his Subjects, atthe Stake for 
_ NE from him in Religious Matters 
ice appeared )' And the Queen 
her fr Fr exerciſed the fine Authority, in putting 
ſome'ro Death for tele Conſcience in Re- 
ligigns: ie oft 345 ii lubl dfioantieyr 
And whereas many ; of us ;has ate n6w priſe: 
ners cannot take the Oath of Allegiance, becauſe 
we cannot Iwear at all, the'Eord Chriſt havin 
forbidden ,:in char fith- of Mat.'35. com lard 
with James F412. not 'onely Sh Os! "but alfo 
ſuch ſwearing as was'delivered of old cunt” and 
lawful under: the Law, 'as/in our Conſtichces® 


- we are perſwaded; and therefore before now un- 
| urn powers have denyed to ſwear; Yer 


( God 


| WHEL | Apes 
(God is our Witneffe, ks is the Searchet of 
all Hearts)” we deny norrhis Oath, becauſe we 
would nor yield. due Subjcction and Obedience 
to; Thee and: Th — : for this we fay; 
in the preſerice of him thar fill judpe the quick 
ariddead; we ds without any deceit, 'promile 
to live peaceably under Thy Government, andin - 
cafeany thing ſhould be by thee comanded in Spi. 
ritual Matters wherein we cannot obey,we ſhall 
not then take up'aty Carnal or Temporal Wear 
pon againſt Thee or Thy authority, bit" piti- 
ently fuffer ſuch puniſhmear as ſhall be inflited 


on us for our Conſciences. 


'*r % "of is bs _% 154 A(4> J 


' And now may it pleaſe Thee, O King , that theſe 
Engagements which we Humbly tender unto Thee, 
may be accepted of- by Thee, and not deſtruction 
brought on us & our Fanylies for,not taking of an Oath ; 
when the engagements beforereCited,taken before ſome 
Juſtice of the Peace in a ſolemn manner, with calling 
God to witnefſe to the truth of what weſay, without 
doubt anſwers the end of the Law, that enjoyns the 
Oathof Allegeance, and may be as much ſecurity from 
ns to Thee, asif we took many Oaths, Why ſhould 
the very rigor of the Law be exerciſed on us > Yea, but 
that we fe we are too tedious unto Thee, we could 
make it clear, that the late dealing of thy inferiour Mi- 
niſters hath been ſuch toyyards us, as neither Lavy nor 
cuſtom hath preſcribed, And novy haviog faithfully 


laid our condition and Principles ( ſofar as they relate 
ro 


- 


AE 


given. us to._vvorſhip our 


£O $. or —— 32 ; 


Q bein Thee, 250 ſhibd 
9 ape qgroneble to the Mind 
Heayen and Earth, which ex 
oppreſſed, which gi hood 
looferh the Priſoners, ,Pfalm. 
[ 


. Sippnlly a 


Dated the 25th day of the  Hiilliew. ei: þ 
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